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TAGS: PINS, AF 

SUBJECT: SECURITY SITUATION BETBESM KABUL AMO TOBKHA* 

1 . CLOU) RECENT TRAVELLERS ON MAfN AFGHAN ROAD BETWEEN 
KABUL AND PAK BOROER AT TQRKHAM REPORT A'CONTINUING NUMBER 
OF INCIDENTS SPARKEO BY INSURGENTS. THESE INCLUDE AMBUSHED 
CARS, ROAO BLICKS FROM FELLEO TREES, AND A PARTIALLY BLOWN 
BRIDGE OR CULVERT. JALALABAO HAS REPORTEDLY WITHOUT . 
ELECTRICITY BETH.EEN JAN. 16 ANO 19 BECAUSE OF A SA8AT03EC 
ELECTRICITY PYLON. MILITARY CHECKPOINTS. ON THE ROAO SEEM 
TO HAVE BEEN INCREASED OVER PAST FEW OAYS. LATE AFTERNOON 
JAN. 17, FIRING FROM NEARBY ARTILLERY OR TANKS COULD BE 
HEARO It* JALALABAO. 

2. CO ALMOST OAILY, I TALK WITH PERSONS, INCLUDING 
MANY JQURHAiklSTS WHO HAVE JUST TRAVELLEO FROM itA&UL. "OS: 
RECENTLY,^ JARRIVED 
HERE JAN,^ AFTER SPENDING TWO NIGHTS in JALALTOO? 

HER OBSERVATIONS MAKE IT CLEAR THAT ANTI-GOVERNmHiT 
ACTIVITIES HAVE CONTrNUEO IN AREA OVER LAST FEW #AYS. 
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3. CO ROAO SETWEEN SUROBl..ANg ## JA^ALA - B.AO APP # EARS^J0ST 
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A.-F5CT50 9Y INCIDENTS. IN PASTTs.N DAYS, TREES fc»RE 

FELLED ACROSS ROAD A9CUT K3 HCUR EAST Or SURC9I AS •■ 
•*=■.• AS JUST WEST OF JALALASAC> AT LEAST THREE CARS 
HAVE SEEN AMBUSHED SfifiARATELY INCLUDING C&fijfS LAST ' 
:hr^ OR FOUR OAYS.^. JALALABAD 

THAT DRIVER OF LAST^VSRlCLE HA3 BEEN *ARN*FlY. INS(JR- 
a ?5I s '2°I; :o V ^ATE CUR* ON TRAFFIC THEY HAO IMPOSED. 
-•2*2! 5£°1 H I * AS H^-M- OAHAGEO BRIDGE OR 'CULVERT 
^ :AST OF SUROBI. APPARENTLY, jg WAGE FORCES TRAFFIC 
INTO ONE LAHN, WINO. KMURNAL IS fc HAD REPORTED THIS 
EARLIER, I ASSUME SABOTAGE IS (Jul TE RECENT. 



STAGE IS ijITE 

icletriciIy l^ 



W. CO DISRUPTION OF ECLETRICIEY 1^ JALALABAD 
REPORTEOLY THIRD INm#CE SINCE SOVIET' S^HRISTMAS 
INVASION. RESIOENTSt PCiiER HAD 

gone off on 16th; iftwo not been restoretf *hen she 
left on 19th. * aasume that py!#qns affected ar? those 
*hich parallel. main roao for eight miles between pciier 
house to hest ano city. if so, one mould assume that 
chore of guarding line mould ordinarily not 5e too 
onerous; that insurgents have hit line thrice in 
three m66ks thus suggests either 'increased proficiency 
at sabotage or bery shoqoy performance from troops on 

GUARD. * 

5. CC) AT VILLAGE KAMA, INSURGENTS REPORTEOLY DES- 
TROYED PRIVATE HOUSE CF NANGARHAR GOVERNOR, QV JAN. 16. 
JALALABAO RESIOENTSl A GOVERNOR HAD 

PLACE UNDER HEAVY gWRD AS SHOU OF FORCE ANO ACTED AR- 
ROGANTLY MITH LOCALS. COMMENT: KAMA, EAST OF 
JALALABAO ANO NORTH OF KABUL RIVER, IS TURF OF MOHAMANC 
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TRIBE. MOHMANOS HAVE BEEN ON KARPATH IH AREA PTn 
MONTHS. 



6. CO TRAVELLERS REPORTEO AS sjATE AS JAN. IS ^COUN- 
TERING AS FEU AS.ThO CURSORY CHECKPOINTS BETWEEN KA3U^ 

AND BCRifcR. - *? 



ANO TORKHAM. ON THE 19TH, HOMSVER J 
TO PASS THROUGH Fli€ BETWEEN jALAtfJTO 
EACH, CHECKING iiAS THOROUGH. 



7. ON JANUARY 17 

ARTILLERY OR TANkT^HICK SEEMS(J 



C JN'RJNS FROM 

iiAHiHrcH seemsj* T&m •;th:^ :h* jal, 
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M7Y.CR CANTONMENT LIMITS. HSfcYY F rftlNS- LASTEft FROM 
3J3C UNTIL 5:00 P.M. LOCAL RESIDENTS *ERE BRAtEO FOR 
AN- INSURGENT ATTACK A9CUT -HJCH THEY HAD 9EEN|taARNEC, 
HUT *HICH NEVER CAME VFF . COMMENT: MY INFORMANT, 
AS AN AOULT KA9ULI, HAS L I VSC* THROUGH FOUR SUCCESSFUL 
COUPS, ANO A PASSEL CF OTHER f IRE FIGfHTS. I hOULO THUS 
ACCEPT TH*T SHE KNQtaS FIRE FRpM HEAVY GUNS. I # ASSUME 
IT *AS OUTGOING ARTILLERY. PERHAPS A COPY OF JHl " 
HARRASSMENT ANO INTERDICTION f IRE *E U'SSO- AGMNST VHz 
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